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IBRIX Fusion Cited as a Premier Scale-Out NAS Solution by Taneja Group

Scale-Out NAS Report Provides Best Practices for Managing
Massive Unstructured Data Growth and Highlights IBRIX's Ability
to Deliver Cost Savings and Performance Improvements

Billerica, MA —April 16, 2008— IBRIX® Inc., the leader in scalable file serving solutions,
today announced the availability of the Taneja Group Solution Profile, Scale-Out NAS
Hits the Big Time. Taneja Group, a consulting firm specializing in Information
Technology, validates why Scale-out Network Attached Storage (NAS) is the only
approach that can handle the massive amounts of unstructured data businesses need to
store and access in order to stay competitive. The report highlights how one online
business—growing their data store at a rate of 4 to 5 terabytes a day—was able to
reduce their cost per gigabyte by 10 times with a software-based NAS solution from
IBRIX.

Traditional NAS architecture consolidates data scattered around various storage pools
and allows them to be efficiently shared and managed. Taneja Group reports that
traditional and clustered NAS approaches are limited in their ability to manage massively
scaled storage containing billions of active files. Instead, a computing infrastructure
based on Scale-out NAS can expand horizontally by adding more compute nodes. The
benefit of this approach is that it allows infinite scaling levels without performance
limitations, and growth and operating expenses can keep pace with changing business
needs. The Taneja Group report outlines the following criteria for selecting a Scale-out

solution for managing large data repositories:

. Scalable capacity: a single large file namespace/system guards against file

duplication and makes it possible to effectively manage files in bulk;


http://www.tanejagroup.com
http://www.ibrix.com
http://www.ibrix.com/media/Collateral/IBRIX-Fusion-Digital-Bulk-Storage-Datasheet_Mar08f.2.pdf

. Scalable performance: the file system must have the ability to keep data and
metadata in parallel for extremely efficient processing, and performance and
capacity should be able to be adjusted with granularly as needed;

. Fault tolerance: the solution needs to function wholly even when a fault
localized in a single area threatens to take down the entire file system;

. Sustainable storage platform: hot modular upgrades and hardware
replacements must be supported and upgrades should not require large-
scale migrations; and

. Optimized cost: scale-out NAS can be expensive if it is built on costly
proprietary hardware; however, companies can control costs by adopting a
solution that offers modular and vendor-agnostic architecture build on

commodity hardware.

“The potential impact of Scale-out NAS is immense and IBRIX has established itself as
an innovator in massively scalable storage for unstructured data,” said Christine Taylor,
Research Analyst at Taneja Group and one of the authors of the report. “Other
appliance-based solutions leave the customer with too much capacity or too much
bandwidth resulting in NAS sprawl. Instead, IBRIX’s software solution offers an
intelligent, general-purpose storage solution that can scale in multiple dimensions to

match business requirements for cost and performance.”

"Enterprises continue to struggle with the challenge of storing and managing
unstructured data in capacities that are growing to reach petabyte levels,” said Milan
Shetti, Vice President of Marketing and Business Development, IBRIX. “Other vendors
claim petabyte-level installations—we’re doing it. Our single installs have been as large
as 8 petabytes, growing to 32 petabytes to support Web services and software-as-a-

service.”

To access the report, Scale-Out NAS Hits the Big Time, go to:
http://www.ibrix.com/media/Analyst/IBRIX-Taneja-Group-Scale-Out-NAS-April08.f.pdf.
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About Taneja Group

The Taneja Group is an industry analysis and research firm based out of Hopkinton, MA.
The Taneja Group brings years of leadership in the storage and server industries to the
analysis of the market, end user needs, and technology solutions. The Taneja Group is
dedicated to delivering analyses and opinions on the storage and server industries that
are unbiased, responsible, and based on real knowledge and hands-on experience to
arm the end-user with data for the best possible decisions for their business.

About IBRIX, Inc.

IBRIX® delivers extreme data storage scalability and performance that helps cluster,
grid, and enterprise computing environments cost-effectively harness the unstructured
data explosion. Using the IBRIX Fusion™ software suite, enterprises can independently
grow capacity and increase throughput up to 50 times at the lowest cost and highest
storage density possible. Internet service providers, content delivery networks, animation
rendering and visual effects companies, and banks and hedge funds rely on IBRIX to
increase application performance, enable storage scalability, simplify management, and
reduce total cost of ownership. The award-winning IBRIX Fusion is available worldwide
through leading technology partners including Dell, EMC, and HP. For more information,
visit http://www.ibrix.com.
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